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 Doctor-Prescribed Suicide
 Pennsylvania Dismemberment Legislation
 Presidential Candidate
Positions on Life
 Senate Candidate Positions
on Life
 Donations and more . . .

Doctor-Prescribed Suicide
This is a type of euthanasia in which a physician writes a prescription for a lethal dose of
drugs for a patient, with the knowledge that the patient intends to use the drugs to commit
suicide. It is important to note that no medical personnel will be with the patient when he/
she takes these drugs; the physician’s only role is to write the prescription. In some states,
these lethal drugs can be sent to a patient by Fed Ex, UPS or US postal service and a patient
could be theoretically tricked or forced into taking them.
What are the dangers of doctor-prescribed suicide?
 It turns doctors into killers.
 It endangers the weak, the vulnerable, those with bouts of depression, who might
choose the suicide option in a moment when they most need support.
 It gives society’s support to killing; it sends the message that feeling like a burden is
a justification for our health care system to provide someone the lethal means to die.
 It may tempt those with limited finances and high medical bills to choose death over
life.
 Assisted suicide would save insurance companies large amounts of money, which
could be an incentive for managed care companies to push this option.
 There is the risk that patients with disabilities or the frail elderly will be encouraged
to choose Doctor-Assisted Suicide; society shifts its focus from respecting and accommodating people with disabilities and illnesses to assisting them to die.
(Continued on page 2)
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Doctor-Prescribed Suicide (cont’d from cover)




Diagnosis of terminal illness or predictions of end of life prognosis can often be
wrong; people might choose Doctor-Prescribed Suicide needlessly.
No psychological evaluation is required to receive these life-ending prescriptions.
It goes against the laws of God.

Oregon was the first state to legalize doctor-prescribed suicide in 1994. Since that time, four
other states have allowed doctor-prescribed suicide: Washington, Montana, Vermont and
California. The Pennsylvania Coalition to Stop doctor-prescribed suicide is working to prevent this type of legislation from being advanced in our state. For more information, visit:
NoAssistedSuicidePA.org

Legislative Update
South Carolina became the 17th State to limit abortion to 5 months (20 weeks) or less, the
point at which fetologists tell us that unborn children can feel pain.
Related to this bill are bills to protect against dismemberment abortion. Dismemberment is
used to abort children as old as 24 weeks. Forceps with sharp metal jaws are used to grasp
parts of the developing baby, which are then twisted and torn away.

Donations
LifeLine

PHL

In Honor of:
Margaret Echols by Dianne Lasky
Elizabeth Garrett by Dianne Lasky
Justin C. Yoder by Dianne
Lasky
Sarah Elizabeth Joy Yoder
by Dianne Lasky
Paul Yoder by Dianne
Lasky

In Memory of:
Sylvia Wigton by Glenna
Franko, Ida Beels &
Kathryn Minehart

Other Lifeline Donations:
 Wm & Patricia Liberto
 St Paul RC Parish
 St Peter RC Parish
 St Michael the Archangel
RC Church
 St John’s Reformed
Church

Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection bills, because they prohibit abortions after 20 weeks,
would automatically also prevent dismemberment abortions.
Currently in PA, abortions are allowed up to 24 weeks. Some reasons for supporting lowering the age of allowed abortions are:
 More premature babies born at 24 weeks or earlier are surviving
 The risks to the health of the mother with late-term abortions are more well-known.
A woman is 91 times more likely to die from abortion at 21 weeks versus a first trimester abortion
 The US is one of only 7 nations to allow elective late term abortions past 20 weeks
Earlier this summer, the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, in a bipartisan 132-65 vote,
passed House Bill 1948, which bans dismemberment abortions. Local pro-life representatives Brian Ellis and Daryl Metcalfe both co-sponsored the dismemberment ban.

Page 2

In Honor of:
Carolyn Shirey, Shirley
McClafferty & Nancy
Vidmar by Raymond &
Joyce Collins
Desirae M. Foster by Dianne Lasky
Sherry Dreher’s Friend,
Karen by Dianne Lasky
C.J. Isleib by Dianne
Lasky
Jillian Woods by Dianne
Lasky
Mom Lasky by Dianne
Lasky
Aunt Angela DeMatteis by
Dianne Lasky
Aunt JoAn / Uncle Harry
Jannetti by Dianne Lasky
Pam Brown by Dianne
Lasky

Other PHL Donations:
 John Sasse
 Robert & Lorraine Shoemaker
 Richard & Rosemarie
Becker
 Herbert & Madeline
Wellman
 Daniel Jonczak

Resource for Teens
Are you a Teen? Do you know a Teen? Are you looking for Pro-Life information?
Log on to TeenBreaks.com for the latest news, geared towards the Teen population.
For more information on these and other topics, visit www.paprolife.org, the PA Pro-Life
Federation on Facebook, or visit us at the PHL booth at the Butler Farm Show in August!
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In Memory of Marj Vincent

Legislative Update (continued)

Fellow pro-lifer and friend, Marj Vincent, passed away suddenly on Monday, May 30th.

As of press time, the legislation is now before the state Senate Judiciary Committee for consideration. You are encouraged to contact the pro-life members of this committee and urge
them to advance the bill to the Senate floor.

Marj was a board member of PHL, Butler, from 2006 – 2012, when she and her husband
moved to Florida. Marj designed the Butler PHL website and was webmaster during this
time. She also took on the task of coordinating the PHL booth at the Butler Farm Show for
five years.
Marj had a great smile, a great ability to listen, and a great heart for the Respect Life movement. We know there must have been a welcoming chorus of babies in heaven when Marj
arrived!
Thank you, Marj, for your years of service to Butler PHL.

Pro-Life Town Hall Tour
Butler County was fortunate to have the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation Town Hall Tour
stop in Butler on May 19, 2016. About 40 people came to the luncheon at St. Paul’s Parish
Hall and heard updated information on a number of Pro-Life topics. Among the topics discussed were doctor-prescribed suicide and the dismemberment bill advancing through the
Pennsylvania legislature, both covered earlier in this newsletter.

Senator Stewart Greenleaf (R )—Chair-- sgreenleaf@pasen.gov (717) 787-6599
John Rafferty (R )—Vice-Chair-- jrafferty@pasen.gov (717) 787-1398
Joseph Scarnati (R )-- jscarnati@pasen.gov (717) 787-7084
Richard Alloway (R )-- alloway@pasen.gov (717) 787-4651
John Eichelberger (R )-- jeichelberger@pasen.gov (717) 787-5490
John Gordner (R )-- jgordner@pasen.gov (717) 787-8928
Guy Reschenthaler (R )—(no email address available) (717) 787-5839
Randy Vulakovich (R )-- rvulakovich@pasen.gov (717) 787-6538
Gene Yaw (R )-- gyaw@pasen.gov (717) 787-3280
Not surprisingly, pro-abortion Governor Tom Wolf has threatened to veto the law should the
Senate pass it. Wolf has close ties to Planned Parenthood and recently appointed one of its
board members as his chief of staff. He also relied on strong support from the abortion provider during his campaign for governor.
Nevertheless, it is critical that we get this bill through our state legislature and to his desk. He
must be forced to account for his anti-life stance, and the legislature needs the chance to override his veto.

40 Days for Life
The Fall Campaign for 40 Days for life is scheduled for September 28-November 6, 2016
Since the first campaign in 2007, nationwide there have been:




11,796 baby’s lives saved
133 abortion workers quit
73 abortion centers closed

This could happen in Pittsburgh also! To learn more, or to schedule your Vigil time, visit:
www.40daysforlifepittsburgh.com

Proposed Party Platform More Extreme Than Ever
The proposed Democratic Party platform on abortion this year is more extreme than it has
ever been, calling for a repeal of the Hyde Amendment and full-fledged taxpayer funding of
abortion. According to recent polling, this is a position two-thirds of Americans oppose, including a majority of women and even those who identify as pro-choice. Proposals also include calling out Planned Parenthood by name as an organization to support.
This proposed language bothers more than a few lawmakers. US Senator Joe Manchin, DWV, characterizes it thusly: “That’s crazy. It’s something that I know most Democrats in
West Virginia and most West Virginians would not agree with. I don’t either.”
Democrats for Life of America, which claims that a third of Democrats are pro-life, is petitioning the party to be more inclusive on the issue in its platform language, recognizing that
the party stands to alienate voters due to its rigid pro-abortion position.
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Presidential Candidate Positions on Life Issues

Donald Trump (R)

Hillary Clinton (D)

Where do they stand on late-term abortions, in which fully-developed, living babies
are killed in the womb?
Donald Trump supports a ban
on late-term abortions.

Hillary Clinton voted against
the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act.

What about taking your tax dollars to pay for abortions?

Senatorial Candidate Positions on Life Issues

Pat Toomey (R)

SUPPORTS

Ban on taxpayer funding
of abortion operations

OPPOSES

SUPPORTS

Ban on brutal dismemberment abortions, where a preborn child is torn
limb-by-limb from a mother’s womb

OPPOSES

SUPPORTS

An overturn of Roe v. Wade to protect women and preborn children
from the harm of abortion

OPPOSES

SUPPORTS

Laws which prevent the expansion of
abortion, which has claimed more
than 58 million preborn children
since 1973

OPPOSES

SUPPORTS

Laws which protect the health and
safety of women at abortion facilities

OPPOSES

Donald Trump supports a ban on taxpayer
Hillary Clinton opposes a ban on taxpayer
funding of abortion. He supports a ban on tax funding of organizations that perform abortions.
funds for organizations that perform abortions.

What about keeping unlimited abortion on demand throughout pregnancy legal?
Donald Trump believes that Roe v. Wade
should be reversed, allowing the people
through their elected state representatives to
once again pass laws to protect preborn children.

Hillary Clinton supports Roe v. Wade,
which allows abortion for any reason
at any time of pregnancy.

What about appointing Justices to the Supreme Court?
Donald Trump will appoint Justices to the
Supreme Court who will strictly interpret
the Constitution according to its text and history and not use the bench to legislate.
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Katie McGinty (D)

Hillary Clinton will only appoint proabortion Justices to the Supreme Court.

Source: Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation

Source: Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation
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